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LADIES, 


PPREHENSIVE of being clafſed in 
| the public opinion with Mr. Meſmer, 
who revived the ſcience of Animal Magnetiſm 
from the aſhes of the ancients, and quitted 
Paris, as was ſuppoſed, in conſequence of a 
miſunderſtanding between him and ſeveral gen- 
tlemen, prieſts, &c. &c. &c. whom he had in- 
ſtructed in his principles, I beg leave to acquaint 
thoſe to whom I have not the honour of being 
known, and who may perhaps be induced to 
ſuppoſe me ſome Empiric, who, through in- 
tereſted motives, endeavours to impoſe on the 
world, that, previous to my obtaining a di- 
| ä ploma 


riving my Medical inſtructione from Doctor 
George Fordyce, whoſe merit as Profeſſor and 
ſenior Phyſician of St. Thomas's Hoſpital is 


too well eſtabliſhed to receive additional luſtre 
from my pen: I attended the practice of that 


Hoſpital under Dr. Fordyce, Dr. Rawliſon, and 


Member of the Corporation of Surgeons, after 
having attended the late Dr. William Hunter's 


at 8. George's Hoſpital, under Mr. John Hun- 
ter, Mr. Bromfield, Mr. Gunning, and Mr. 
Charles Hawkins. Dr. Leake's Lectures, and 


me my firſt knowledge of Midwifery : And after 
practiſing and teaching Phyſic, Surgery and 
Midwifery, for ſeveral years in London, I went 


to France, where, finding it neceſſary to com- 


my with the „ eee I took a 
: diploma 


Dr. Henry Revel Reynolds: I was ſworn a 


Lectures and Diſſections, and dreſſing patients 


New Weſtminſter Lying-in Hoſpital, afforded. 


9 
. 


ſeek relief. Here I was witneſs to twenty-one 


[8] 
diploma in phyſic. Animal Magnetiſm. being 
at that time the general topic of converſation, 
and ſubje& of oppoſition from thoſe who were 
likely to be injured in their intereſts by its in- 


culcation,, I applied to Mr. Meſmer for in- 


ſtructions; and, after offering him 200 Guineas 
for the ſecret, had the mortification of being 
refuſed, only becauſe I was an Engliſh Phyſi- 


_ cian: This event, though mortifying at the 


time, proved in the end a fortunate one, as it 
procured me the acquaintance of one of the 
moſt worthy of men, Dr. D' Eſlon, firſt Phy- 
ſician to his Royal Highneſs the Count D'Ar- 


tois; whoſe houſe and treatment I found to be 
the reſort of the firſt perſonages, who gene- 


rouſly publiſhed their caſes and cures, to re- 
move incredulity, put envy to the bluſh, and 
encourage thejr ſuffering fellow-creatures to 


from 


Phyſicians, who were then receiving inſtru 
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fen Pr. D'Eflon, and pisbrigug Magnetiſm, 


being reduced in one day to the alternative of 


quitting the treatment, and promiſing under 


rheir figna 


res not to practiſe that ſcience, or 
of having their names ſcratched off the Liſt of 


3 Phyſicians by their envious brethren. Dr. D'Eflon | 
| applied for Commiſſioners to inſpect his treat- 
ment, and to report what they ſhould obſerve 
worthy of notice; but did not then foreſee the 
neceſſity of their being diſintereſted in its ſuc- 
ceſs. Amongft the Commiſſioners were four 


of the Faculty: Some produced effects, and 


others felt them in the public treatment rooms; 
but, for reaſons too obvious, they deſired to have 


a ſeparate apartment, where they came once a 
week, talked over occurrences, and in the given 
time reported that Animal Magnetiſm did not 
exiſt; that the effects produced were in conſe- 


quence of I made on the imagination, 
from injury done 


to the nn by the ope- 


Port: | . = rator's 


5 [ i 
. rator” s hand, or that thoſe who were not in 
criſes fell into them by imitation of thoſe who 
: were; and concluded with ſaying, that Mag- 
netiſm produced convulſions, which might be 
handed down to poſterity. Thus, men of great 
eſtimation for perſpicuity of judgment, aſſerted, 
at one and the ſame moment, that there. was 
no ſuch thing as Animal Magnetiſm, and yet 
that it was dangerous, and produced convulſions. 
Jam ſorry to obſerve, that the American Dr. 
Franklin, ill and confined during the whole 
time -at his houſe at Paſly, ſome miles from 
Paris, was of the number of thoſe who. ſigned 
the Report, which it was hoped would have 
induced the King to prohibit it, but he had 
too much diſcernment: His Brother's Phy- 
ſician was the champion, ſeveral of his court of 
both ſexes were daily witneſſes to its effects, and 
neither would nor could be prevailed on to 
quit the cauſe of truth. The perſecuted ſub- 
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jet gained ground, and began to riſe, under the 
indefatigable labours of Dr. D'Eflon, and a few 
others, from the crude ftate in which Mr. Meſ- 
-mer left it, to that ſuperior one to which it is 
no arrived, though ſtill far ſhort of what it 
will be brought to. There is ſcarcely a town 
in France where it does not at this inſtant flou- 


it is not introducing, either by gentlemen from 
France, who have nobly undertaken the taſk,. 
or by ſome ſent for inſtructions by the ſeveral 
pPotentates. This accounts I hope for my pre- 


happy in the character and reflection of being 
the firſt who dared in England ſtem the torrent 
of F in a rauſe which, from its own 


nature and purport, will ſoon need little alli 
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1 is the ne 2 leave to 


4 you, and Hatter myſelf Pow cannot : ſuſpec 


a man 


= 
a man regularly bed to phyſic, and who, ſor 
feveral years, has been entruſted with the lives 
and healths of the public, a probable perſon to 
recommend an impoſition, or any invention 
which could prove injurious to them. 


It may be expected I ſhould here give ſome 
hints of what Animal Magnetiſm is; but it is 
ſo foreign to any thing as yet known in the heal- 
ing art, and a deſcription of .it would appear ſo 

improbable, that ocular demonſtration, ex- 
planation and conviction, as well as regular 
inſtructions and practice, can alone prove ſatis- 
factory. I can only fay, in general terms, that 
it is the very original method, pointed out by 
Nature, independent of the art of phyſic, for 
relieving the ſufferings of mankind; that it is 
reduced by experiments, obſer vation and reaſon, 
to the power of feeling, in the operator's own 
perſon, æhe pain which another ſuffers 3. and, by 
"3 ii þ rules 


1 
rules laid down for that purpoſe, to judge of 
the nature of the complaint which produced the 
pain, and means of removing it. It is within 
the capacity of every human being to become 
perfect maſter of this moſt eſſential ſcience; and 
in that of many to contribute to its ſtill greater 
improvement; thereby preventing, relieving and 
curing, almoſt every diſeaſe to which the human 
body 1s ſubject, without the aſſiſtance of any 
preparations or machinery whatſoever; the 
great Maker of all having wonderfully given us 
the means of alleviating our own and our fellow- 
creatures ſufferin gs, and perhaps of enabling 
life to continue until ſome material part of the 
- machine wears ©.» {BER Abu 9 5 


we Ae eln 1 * advanced, it cannot be 

neceſſary to obſerve, how weak their argu- 
ments muſt appear who, uninſtructed on the 
e venture to condemn it as impoſition, 
_ only 


2 

| only becauſe they do not know what it is. 
Was not Electricity as uncandidly condemned ? 
Is it not now in general uſe? Can it be ex- 
plained ? Has the power of the Loadſtone a 
better fate? 


As this method of curing. each other is not 
confined to ſex, or to College education, and 
the Fair Sex being, in general, the moſt ſym- 
pathiſing part of the creation, and moſt im- 
mediately concerned in the health and care of 
its offspring, I think myſelf bound in gratitude 
to You, Ladies, for the partiality you ſhewed 
me in the line of Midwifery, to contribute, as 


—— 


far as lies in my power, to render you addi- 
tionally uſeful and valuable to community. 
With this view I propoſe immediately to form 
an Hygiæan Society, to be incorporated with that 
ec. C of 
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of Paris, of which, with Dr. D'Eſlon, I am 
Prefident. The members of each kingdom to 
communicate to each other the ſeveral im- 


| provements and diſcoveries which may take 
place in this ſcience. For that purpoſe I have 


written to Paris for a lift of thoſe Ladies already 


received there. 


Inſtructions ſhall commence as ſoon as Twenty 
Ladies have ſubſcribed; the firſt Twelve of 
8 ſhall form a Committee. 


5 Each Lady will +0 18 with due ticket 


; of admiſſion for a — to attend the public 


8 


treatment. 


As fink as Twenty Ladies have given in 


their names, the day ſhall be appointed for the 
firſt meeting at my houſe, where they are to 


— 
— 


; f It 1) 
pay. F uit each, which will inelude 


the. entire expence. 


It may be neceſſary to offer ſome idea of the 
inſtructions I intend to give. 
Mr. Meſmer's 8 being 45 
nc laid aſide by thoſe od have gone 


further, IT mean to give his method, and ſhew 


how to conſtruct his backet, &c. &c. when, I 
will conyince thoſe who do me the honour of 
receiving my inſtructions, that his theory is 
fallacious; and teach them ours, which will 


inſtantly appear to be right. This is all I 


muſt at preſent advance on the ſubject. 


Any patient attending Dr. D'Eſlon's treat- 
ment in Paris, or mine in England, will, on 
producing a letter from us, be entitled to 

attend 
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